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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE.
To the inhabitants of the Town of Durham, in the Coun-
ty of Strafford in said State, qualified to vote in Town
affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall
in said Durham, on Tuesday, the fourteenth day of
March next, 1905, at 10 o'clock in the forenoon, to
act upon the following subjects, viz:
1. To choose a Town Clerk, three Selectmen,
Town Treasurer, Collector of Taxes, two Auditors,
and all other necessary town officers for the ensuing
year.
2. To see if the town of Durham, N. H., will ac-
cept the conditions of a legacy of one hundred dollars,
from the late Olive Wiggin, for the care and improve-
ment of her burial Lot in Durham, and authorize the
Selectmen to receipt for the money.
3. To see what sum of money the town will vote
to raise to pay necessary Town charges.
4. To see what sum of money the town will vote
to raise for the repair of highways and bridges.
5. To see if the town will vote to allow a discount
on Taxes paid on or before July 1st., and how much.
6. To see if the town will raise and appropriate
4
the sum of nine dollars to install an Electric Light at
the corner of the road leading to the residence of the
late Daniel T. Woodman, agreeable to a petition
signed by Walter J. Emersonand twenty-eight other
legal voters, tax payers and citizens of Packers Falls.
7. To see if the town will vote to authorize the se-
lectmen to contract with the New Market Electric
Light, Power and Heat Co. to light the streets of
Durham for a term of years and appropriate a sum of
money therefor.
8. To see what sum of money the town will vote
to raise and appropriate for the improvement of high-
ways, in accordance with an act of the Legislature of
1905, entitled "An Act to provide for State aid and
for the expenditure of other Public Moneys in the im-
provement of the main highways throughout the
State" and to pass any other vote reference thereto.
9. To see if the town will vote to discontinue a
section of old road, (a part of the highway leading
from the residence of Andrew Bell to Durham Point)
that is not required for the convenience of the public,
as a section of new road was built during the past
year.
10. To see if the town will vote to rescind its ac-
tions at the annual meeting in 1903. adopting the
provisions of chapter 29 of the laws 1899 relating to
the repair of highways, and return to the system in
force prior to said meeting, agreeable to a petition
signed by J,. W. Burnham and other legal voters.
11. To see what action the town will take for the
5
extermination of the Brown Tail moths, and to raise
and appropriate money therefor.
12. To transact any other business that may legal-
ly come before the meeting.
Given under our hands and seal this twenty-fifth
day of February in the year of our Lord One Thou-





ASSESSED VALUATION OF DURHAM,
APRIL I, 1904.
Polls, 245 $24,500
Land and buildings 457,960
Horses, 243 . 18,570
Oxen, 21 1,225
Cows, 472 13)619
Other neat stock, 118 2,390
Sheep, 197 788
Hogs, 6 120
Carriages, 19. . 1.850
Stock in public funds 27,850
Stock in banks and other cor-
porations in this state 14.563
Stock in corporations out of the
state 7°
Money on hand, at interest or
on deposit 3. 191
Stock in trade 3°,7°°
Mills and machinery 1.300
$598,696
Total tax list $9,605.83
Rate of taxation .016
REPORT OF SELECTMEN.
STATE AND COUNTY TAXES.
Paid Solon A. Carter, state tax. $ 858 00





Paid Strafford Bank note $1 ,000 00
Strafford Bank, interest. ... 39 17
Esther Buzzell, int. on note
to Feb. 15, 1905 5000
Esther Buzzell, part of note 500 00
$1,589 17
STREET LIGHTS.
Paid Newmarker Electric Light,
Power and Heat Co $475 00
$475 °o
PUBLIC LIBRARY.
Paid Mary A. Burnham, treas-
urer, for books $225 00
Incidental expenses 225 50
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Paid Insurance $52 50
$503 00
ABATEMENTS.
Paid T. W. Schoonmaker. 1903
list $51 39




Paid T. W. Schoonmaker, 3 per
cent, discount on taxes
paid prior to July 1, 1904 $106 35
$106 35
REBATES.
Paid Alec Robierge, overtaxed
in 1902 $4 00
George E. Chesley, over-
taxed in 1904 (school tax) 605
$10 05
GENERAL EXPENSES.
Paid J. H. Stevens, ballot clerk
May town meeting, 1903 $3 00
J. H. Stevens, in full for
supervisor, 1903 and 1904 18 00
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Paid I. C. Weld, supervisor for
Mar. and Nov. elections,
1904 $12 00
G. S. Caverno, supervisor
for Mar. and Nov. elec-
tions, 1904 12 00
D. H. Fogg, ballot inspect-
or, Nov., 1904 3 00
M. E. Willey, ballot in-
spector for May election,
1903, and Nov., 1904. . . .
H. E. Hodgdon, printing re-
ports
H. E. Hodgdon, printing
vouchers
E. C. Eastman, tax book . .
E. C. Eastman, blank ap-
pointments







W. S. Edgerly, town treas-
urer
W. S. Edgerly, district
treasurer 10 00
T. W. Schoonmaker, tax
collector 100 00




and printing notices $17 90
A. E. Grant, salary of
school board for 1904. ... 50 00
Town treasurer, stationery
and postage 3 30
Selectmen, stationery, post-
age and express charges 5 30




Paid John Kivel, legal services. $15 00
J. W. Burnham, water ser-
vice in full to June 1 , 1904 8 34
Ira B. Hill, 1,009 ft. plank 20 18
Ira B. Hill, rails and post 5 00
Ira B. Hill, glass 2 20
Ira B. Hill, public water
service, 1904 3 00
C. L. Burnham, public wa-
ter service, 1904 3 00
J. E. Pendexter, public wa-
ter service, 1903 and 1904. 6 00
L- B. Bunker, public water
service, 1904 3 °°
W. S. Edgerly, supplies for
selectmen's office 4 83
L- A. Stevens, special po-
lice Nov. election 3 00
$513 74
II
Paid A. Doeg, painting Packers
Falls bridge $6 oo
A. E. Grant, M. D., return-
ing births and deaths. ... 4 25
A. E. Grant, M. D., ser-
vices and expenses to
Concord on account of
meeting of State Board of
Health 7 40
F. W. Morse, expenses to
Concord on account of
State Board of Health. . . 2 45
Ira B. Hill, time and ex-
pense to Concord to settle
state tax .... 5 00
F. E. Doe, setting glass,
repairs and janitor work,
town hall 8 70
G. W. Tibbetts, knife and
bolts for road machine.. . 8 50
J. E. York, repairing brick
work on town buiding. . . 1 00
F. F. Fernald, legal advice 2 00
$11885
MISCELLANEOUS OUTSTANDING BILLS.
Paid E- G. Eastman, legal ser-
vices, 1900 $10 00
John Kivel, legal services,
1903 25 00
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Paid Ira C. Evans Co., printing
part of school report, 1903 $39 1 5
Dwight Hall, attorney,
damage to carriage, 1903 20 50
F. E. Doe, repairs and jan-
itor work, town building,
1903 J 5 50
J. Cornell, stone for Mast
Road bridge, 1903 23 04
J. Cornell, stone for Pack-
ers Falls bridge, 1900. ... 16 00
BREAKING ROADS, 1903-1904.
Paid M. E. Willey $24 28
Albert Demeritt 28 55
F. J. Bunker 47 03
George G. Hoitt 30 96
O. D. Page 45 45
J. H. Scott 45 59
F. P. Morrison 267 20
J. M. R. Adams 900
A. E. Meserve 61 75
H. F. Fogg 38 09
F.Edwin Doe 17 70
P. J. Connor 18 40
L. R. Philbrick 28 53
D. H. Fogg 128 18
H. S. Tuttle 24 25
S. P. Chesley 51 00
$149 19
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Paid J. D. Meader $6096
M. G. Woodman 13 25
H. E. Canney 10 44
$950 61
BREAKING ROADS, 1904-1905.
Paid J. D. Meader $13 47
O. D. Page 10 45
George G. Hoitt 22 73
H. H. Dame 15 85
H. S. Tuttle 12 25
D. H. Fogg 40 50
$"5 25
PERMANENT HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENTS.
Balance of fund in treasury $156 15
Amount voted and raised 143 85
$300 00
Under this head improvements were made in four
places. Mr. Albert Demeritt relaid one culvert at an
expense of $18.50, one-half of which was contributed
by Mr. Demeritt. Under the management of Mr. Ira
B. Hill, the highway (at the corner where the Mill
road joins the main street in Durham village,) was
broadened and graded up at an expense of $20, one-
half was contributed by the New Hampshire College.
The grade of the sidewalk near the residence of
Pres. W. D. Gibbs was raised at an expense of $52.50
and is a very substantial improvement and one-half of
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the expense was met by the New Hampshire College.
The sidewalk near the property of C. E. Hoitt was
graded up at an expense of $77.00, one-half of which
was contributed by Mr. Hoitt.
Paid Albert Demeritt, culvert. . $9 25
Ira B. Hill, Mill road cor-
ner 10 00
D. H. Fogg, sidewalk 10 50




Bal. of fund unexpended 216 00
$300 00
ROADS AND BRIDGES.
Paid G. S. Carpenter, 310 ft.
bridge plank $558
W. S. Meserve, 3,473 ft.
bridge plank 55 56
A. Iv. Comings, 417 ft.
bridge railing 8 34
J. M. R. Adams, repair of
highway 20 00
F. E. Doe, repairing road
machine 4 50
F. E. Doe, repairing bridge
railing 2 00
M. G. Woodman, repairing
highway, 1903 and 1904. 16 50
James Mitchel, labor on
streets and sidewalks.. . . 42 00
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Paid M. E. Willey, labor on
highway
J. A. York, building and
repairing sidewalks
J. D. Meader, repairing
highways, Uist. No. i...
O. D. Page, repairing high-
ways, Dist. No. 2
P. J. Connor, repairing
highways, Dist. No. 3. . .
D. H. Fogg, repairing high-
ways, Dist. No. 4
C. L,. Gray, repairing high-
ways, Dist. No. 5
H. C. Gray, repairing high-
ways, Dist. No. 5
S. P. Chesley, repairing
highways, 1903, Dist.
No. 6 16 90
S. P. Chesley, repairing
highways, 1904, Dist.
No. 6
F. P. Morrison, repairing
highways, Dist. No. 7...
F. P. Morrison, building
new sidewalk
A. Demeritt, labor on roads,
1903, Dist. No. 9
A. Demeritt, labor on roads,
1904, Dist. No. 9
JM
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Paid Geo. P. Demeritt, labor on
roads, Dist. No. 9 $31 93
F. P>. Phil brick, labor on
roads, Dist. No. 10 50 00
H. S. Tuttle, labor on
roads, Dist. No. 11
H. H. Dame, labor on
roads, Dist. No. 12... ...
D. R. Philbrick, labor on
roads, Dist. No. 13
G. G. Hoitt, labor onloads,
Dist. No. 14
F. Edwin Doe, labor on
roads, Dist. No. 15
J. H. Seott, labor on roads
I. B. Hill, labor on side-
walk
I. B. Hill, 26 loads of gravel
NEW ROAD.
Paid C. L. Gray, land $35 00
C. L,. Gray, labor 20 00
H. C. Gray, labor 7 50
Ira B. Hill, labor and ex-
pense 1 r 50
Ira B. Hill, material used.. 5 40




G-EO. FFROST TEMPERANCE ASSOCIATION.
Paid J. B. Smith, treasurer, B.
& A. dividends for 1903 $113 75
$113 75
SCHOOL MONEY.
Balance in town treasury, Feb.
15, 1904 • $39 2 22
Amount by law required 1,716 00
Voted in school meeting for
schools and repairs 650 00
Voted in school meeting for tui-
tions 700 °°
Balance of dog licenses, 1903. . . 92 00
Received from State Literary
Fund 80 30
Part of superintendent's salary. 175 00
$3,805 52
Paid W. S. Edgerly, district
treasurer $3,805 52
SCHOOL BOOKS AND SUPPLIES.
Paid Ginn & Co $33 1 3
J. L. Hammett Co 77 68
Prang Educational Co.... 43 43
Hooper Lewis & Co 2 60
R. E. Lane 80
C. E. Hayes 5 °5
W. B. Sprague 35
i8
Paid C. S. Eangley $9 38
DAMAGE BY DOGS.
Paid Albert Demeritt, 3 sheep
killed, 1903 $1200
Albert Demeritt, 1 sheep
injured, 1903 2 00
Albert Demeritt, 1 goose
killed, 1903 3 00
Albert Demeritt, 9 sheep
killed, 1904 36 00
Albert Demeritt, 1 goose
killed, 1904, 3 00
M. E. Willey, 1 hen killed,
T 904>--- 75
C. A. Smart, 4 hens killed,
1904 2 00
CARE OF CEMETERIES.
Paid David Stevens, "Furness" $3 00
M. E. Willey, "Simpson" 300
J. H. Scott, "Griffiths".... 300
RECAPITULATION.
State and County taxes $2,746 57
Notes and interest 1*589 17









General expenses 513 74
G. F. T. association 1 13 75
Miscellaneous expenses 1 18 85
Miscellaneous outstanding bills 149 19
Breaking roads 1 ,065 86
Permanent highway improve-
ment 84 00
Roads and bridges 1 ,588 95
New road 80 10
Schools 3.805 52
School supplies 172 42
Dog damage 58 75
Cemeteries 9 00
$13,262 46
FINANCIAL CONDITION OF THE TOWN OF
DURHAM, FEB. 15, 1905.
LIABILITIES.
G. F. T. A. dividends for 1904. . $113 75








Cash in treasury 309 74
$1,951 10
We, the undersigned auditors of the town of Dur-
ham, certify that we have carefully examined the
foregoing accounts of the selectmen, and find them




Ira B. Hill ) Selectmen
F. E. Doe, of
C. E. Hoitt, ) Durham.
REPORT OF TREASURER
FOR THE YEAR ENDING FEB. 15, I905.
RECEIPTS.
Cash on hand $190 24
Hired of Strafford Nat'l Bank 1,00000
T. W. Schoonmaker, tax collect-
or on list 1901 $21 38
T. W. Schoonmaker, tax collect-
or, int. 190 1 2 40
$23 78
T. W. Schoonmaker, tax collect-
or on list 1902 $420 05
T. W. Schoonmaker, tax collect-
or, int. 1902 54 41
$474 46
T. W. Schoonmaker, tax collect-
or on list 1903 $1,152 22
T. W. Schoonmaker, tax collect-
or, int. 1903 81 97
T. W. Schoonmaker, tax collect-
or, abatements 1903 51 39
$1,285 58
T. W. Schoonmaker, tax collect-
or on list 1904 $8,363 07
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T. W Schoonruaker, tax collect-
or, int. 1904 $15 10
T. W. Schoonmaker, tax collect-
or, abatements 1904 20 80
Discount on taxes paid July 1,
i9°4 106 35
Boston & Albany R. R. divi-
dends 1904 G. F. T. A





Charles Wentworth, town clerk,
dog licenses
Charles Wentworth, town clerk,
pool table licenses
Griffiths legacy withdrawn from
bank
Simpson legacy withdrawn from
bank
Furness legacy withdrawn from
bank
CASH PAYMENTS.
Books and supplies $172 42






Snow bills 1,065 86
Permanent road improvements.. 73 50
Dog damage 58 75
Rebates 10 05
State tax 858 00
County tax 1,888 57
Notes and interest 1 ,589 17
Streetlights to Jan. i, 1905.... 47500
Miscellaneous expenses 365 79
Public Library 503 00
Care ol cemeteries 9 00
Discount on taxes paid July 1.. . 106 35
Abatements 72 19
New road 80 10
Cash on hand 309 74
.13,572 20




Dividends for 1903 on hand Feb.
15, 1904, as per report $113 75
Dividends for 1904 113 75
$227 50
Paid Joshua B. Smith, treasurer,
George Ffrost temperance as-
sociation 1 13 75
Balance due G. F. T. A. divi-
dends for 1904 $113 75
WOODMAN LEGACY.
On deposit, book A 16,175 Straf-
ford Savings Bank $300 00
Jan. 1, 1905, to accrued interest. 10 37
#310 37
Accrued interest not withdrawn 10 37
GRIFFITHS LEGACY.
On deposit, book A 16,176 Straf-
ford Savings Bank $300 00
25
Jan. i ( 1905, to accrued interest $83 90
$383 90
Paid town for care of cemetery,
1904 3 00
$380 90
Accrued interest not withdrawn 80 90
SIMPSON LEGACY.
On deposit, book A 6,088 Straf-
ford Savings Bank $100 00
Jan. 1, 1905, to accrued interest 3 50
$103 50
Paid town for care of cemetery,
iQ°4 3 00
$100 50
Accrued interest not withdrawn 50
FURNESS LEGACY.
On deposit, book A 12,478 Straf-
ford Savings Bank 100 00
Jan. 1, 1905, to accrued interest 5 40
$105 40
Paid town for care of Cemetery,
1904 3 00
$102 40
Accrued interest not withdrawn 2 40
26
WILSON LEGACY.
On deposit, book A 15,219 Straf-
ford Savings Hank $100 00
Jan. 1, 1905, to accrued interest 2 25
$102 25
Acbrued interest not withdrawn 2 25
Walter S. Edgerly, Treas.
Durham, N. H., Feb. 1905.
We, the undersigned auditors of the town of Dur-
ham, certify that we have carefully examined the
foregoing accounts of the town treasurer and find
them correctly cast and all payments properly
vouched.
C. A. Smart, > A ,..« t\ r»—*^ L r Auditors.




The trustees of the Durham Public Library submit
the following report for the year ending Feb. 15, 1905:
Arioch W. Griffiths was elected president of the
trustees at the first meeting of the year. The other
officers remain as before.
The work of the library has been carried on as
usual. Some of the largest borrowers of books from
the library have removed from town and some new
ones have been added, so the average is much the
same.
The Library Association have put in some new
stacks which has added the much needed shelf room.
It was necessary to have a new funnel for the stove
last fall which has increased the expense for repairs.
Two hundred and twenty-five dollars are required
for books, fifty-two dollars and fifty cents for insur-
ance November r, 1905, one hundred and fifty dollars
for the librarian, and seventy dollars for incidentals
will be required for the ensuing year.
The report of the librarian is given in tabulated





Bought with town appropriation, $25 25
Bought with town appropriation, $200 139
Bought with Simpson fund 177
Increase during year 362
Total number bound volumes 9-362
Magazine subscriptions 3°
Average circulation per mouth 781
" " " week 180









U. S. Government ,
N. Y. State Goveroment
N. H. State Government
N. H. State Library.
Library of Congress. . . .
J. H. Gallinger
J. H. Bridge
Miss M. B. Ffrost
New Hampshire College
N. H. Public Libraries.
N. Y. State Government
U. S. Government
Wm. E. Chandler



























f E. Smith! I 6| 47I 170
REPORT OF TREASURER.
LIBRARY EXPENSE ACCOUNT FOR THE
YEAR ENDING FEB. 15, 1905.
RECEIPTS.
Town of Durham, as per con-
tract with Durham Library
Association, for books to be
owned by the association $200 00
Town of Durham, as per con-
tract with State of New Hamp-
shire, for books to be owned
by the town 25 '00
Town of Durham, as per con-
tract with Durham Library
Association, for incidental ex-
penses 278 00
Amount received from town for
year $503 00
Received from fines $19 78
Money in treasurer's hands for





Librarian's salary 150 00
Insurance 52 50
Coal and wood 18 02
Electric Lighting 17 60
Express 7 60
Janitor work and repairs 22 35
Postage and stationery 6 68
Library supplies 6 67
Repairs 7 85





We hereby certify that the foregoing accounts for
the year ending Feb. 15, 1905, are correctly cast and
properly vouched.
G. H. Sawyer,
Ira B. Hill, Finance Com.
Claeence Fowler,
GEORGE FFROST TEMPERANCE ASSN.
REPORT OF TREASURER.
RECEIPTS.
Balance in treasury Feb., 1904.. $44 01
Boston & Albany R. R. divi-
dends-1903 113 75
Assessments received 32 00
$189 76
PAYMENTS.
Benefits to members $115 00
Incidentals 1 1 22
Printing new books 6 15
Teaching temperance in ihe
schools 20 00
Amount in treasury, Feb., 1905 37 39
$189 76
On deposit $1 ,334 5 l
In treasury 37 39
George Ffrost fund $1,244 OI




Durham, N. H., Feb. 15, 1905.
REPORT OF SCHOOL BOARD.
It seems hardly necessary for us to give an extend-
ed report now that we have a superintendent again
who lays out the course of study and sees that the
work is carried out in the different grades, and who
will give you more fully in his report the amount of
work done.
At the beginning of the school year we started in
with almost a complete change of teachers for all the
schools. Supt. Sprague succeeded in finding compe-
tent, capable, young women for the various schools,
and, as far as can be learned, they are giving almost
utiiversal satisfaction. It is impossible we realize to
suit every mind and every individual opinion, but,
judging from all appearances, the parents in general
seem to be well pleased. If the fathers and mothers
will co-operate with the scholars and teachers the ef-
fect for good will be felt in the schools, and a change
for the better will be noticeable at the end of the
yeai in the work accomplished. Right here let us
call your attention to the importance of parents and
interested friends visiting the schools. If. you call
into the school room and find good work being done,
it surely will be gratifying to you and will not harm
teacher and scholars to tell them so,—while on the
other hand, if you visit the school room and do not
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find satisfactory work, it surely will not be any harm
to speak of it and we assure you, and take the liberty
to include Supt. Sprague also, that whatever the fail-
ing we will endeavor to try in every way to give sat-
isfaction and do what is best for both teacher and
scholar. We notice the people who find the most
fault with the schools are tue ones that visit the
schools the least, and do not know what the children
are doing only by what they can hear outside of the
school room. We wish to call your attention again
to the amount of tuition money being paid out to sur-
rounding towns and that this will gradually increase
until we hope all will see the folly of sending so
much money away and will be glad to use the money
in town to educate our children in higher branches.
This would correct two evils, that of taking so much
of our town's money away and of sending our chil-
dren on the trains. The New Hampshire College
has very kindly furnished a substitute in our schools
whenever one was needed and would probably fur-
nish assistants should the town sometime decide to
have a high school and in this way lessen expenses
which would b© encouaaging to all interested in this
movement.
C. vS. Langley,
E. R. Groves, > School Board.
A. E. Grant,
ANNUAL STATISTICAL REPORT OF THE SCHOOL
BOARD FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR ENDING
AUGUST, I904.
Whole number of boys enrolled 85
Whole number of girls enrolled 62
Total 147
Average membership in all the schools. . . 114
Average attendance in all the schools 96
Per cent, of attendance in all the schools. . 84.2
Number of pupils not absent or tardy dur-
ing the year 5
Average salary per month $39 73
Average current expenses 18 59
Average expense for books and supplies. . . 1 74
Number of weeks of school 36
Number of pupils whose high school tui-
tion is paid by town
Number of official visits by school board. . 13
Number of official visits by superintendent 75
Number of visits by citizens 249
REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT
OF SCHOOLS.
To the School Board of Durham:
Gentlemen:— I beg leave to submit my first annual
report, the fifth in the series of superintendent's re-
ports, to the school committee of this town.
Thus far it has been a pleasant task I have had to
perform. It has been my aim to become familiar (i)
with the school organization, (2) with the required
course of study, and (3) with the methods of teach-
ing in the several grades.
During the past year I have visited the schools fre-
quently and have endeavored to give the help that
seemed to be needed. It has been my purpose to en-
courage both teachers and pupils, to commend the
good work found in the class rooms, to point out
kindly any faults that needed correction, and to sug-
gest plans and methods that might be of service. It
is often the case that some teachers find it hard to
give up their own ways, and look askance at any-
thing labelled new, but I have no hesitation in say-
ing that we have a good corps of devoted teachers,
who give both time and strength without stint to
their work.
The two outside schools—Durham Point and Pack-
ers Falls—are doing earnest work. I feel we have
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been extremely fortunate in securing efficient, devot-
ed, and painstaking teachers in both of these schools.
The work being done in them is well up to the same
grades of work in the village school.
It is a pleasure to report not only the general good
work of the teachers, but also the generous support
and kind words of appreciation of the fathers and
mothers of the pupils. Harsh criticism is conspicu-
ous by its absence; scarcely a word of fault finding
has reached me during the year. Kindly criticism is
always welcome, and we all, I am sure, pledge our-
selves to do everything in our power to satisfy the
reasonable wishes of the patrons of the schools. Our
schools are not as good as they should be, nor so
good as they may be.
THE SCHOOL YEAR.
The ordinary school year in the cities and larger
towns of New Hampshire averages only thirty-six
weeks, of five days each and of five hours per day,—
that is to say, there should be 180 days, or 900 hours,
of school during the average school year. Actually,
however, the Durham schools were in session during
the past school year about thirty-five weeks instead
of thirty-six; or to be exact, 175 days instead of 180.
Thoughtful parents will think twice before break-
ing in upon this brief period of school time with ex-
tra lessons or home duties of any kind. All these
have a place in the education of a child, but should
not be allowed to conflict with the usual school work.
If schools were like many kinds of business, the loss
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of a few days might work no great harm, but a pupil
must move forward with his class or move with many
breaks which interfere with progress in his studies.
Hence the importance of absolute regularity in the
attendance of pupils in the public schools.
WORK OF THE SCHOOLS.
Reading, spelling, writing, and the simple rules of
arithmetic are usually classed as educational "tools",
because every pupil must be provided with these ac-
complishments before he is able to carry on his work
in any of the usual school studies. These, to my
mind, need more attention in the schools. In the
lower grades, therefore, special attention has been
given, for the past few months, to these fundamental
subjects lest the child's lack of equipment of tools
would practically hinder all progress towards even a
common school education. In these subjects, prog-
ress has been made all along the line. The pupils of
the lower grades are reading well. There has been
a positive gain in both oral and written English, and
the teachers express themselves as encouraged over
the work in spelling and arithmetic. All agree that
there is still much room for improvement, and all are
working with good courage and quiet determination
to excel.
SOME OF OUR NEEDS.
i. Running water in the Village school building.
2. An extra teacher.
The present arrangement of procuring water for the
Village school is very unsatisfactory. At small ex-
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peuse running water can be put into the building and
thus do away with the present continual annoyance
to neighbors and teachers.
No teacher can accomplish with three grades what
her neighbor can with two grades or one large grade.
The moment a teacher takes change of three grades
with the idea of carrying all three equally well she is
attempting the impossible. There is sure to be a de-
cidedly weak spot somewhere in her work for lack of
time demands the uniting of grades in certain sub-
jects. Our Village school is composed of eight
grades with three teachers to do the work: Mani-
festly two of the three teachers are attempting the
impossible
—obviously a fourth teacher is needed, not
so much because of the increase in the number of pu-
pils, as on account of the number of grades.
It may be well to state right here that our primary
room is full to overflowing—47 pupils with 46 seats.
Hence the board will be compelled to decline admit-
tance to any 5 year old children who may be planning
to enter this spring term.
Again it is an axiomatic truth well established that
it is economy in any line of business to advance the
wages of the employees from time to time as their
services become more and more valuable to the con-
cern. This same proposition holds in regard to our
teaching force. It takes time for any new teacher to
adjust herself to her surroundings. Each change in
the teaching force means much time lost to the room
which she enters; not lost through idleness, but
through necessary time for adjustment. Our present
corps of teachers have been with us one year. Does
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it not stand to reason that they will be more valuable
to us next year? II so, is it fair to ask them to re-
main at the same salary as this year? We certainly
cannot expect them to stay with us at the same wage
when other towns are offering more. Would it not
be wise, business-like on our part, and encouraging to
teachers to have some basis for a systematic increase
in salary as their services become of greater value to
us? Would this not induce strong teachers to re-
main longer with us ?
"As is the teacher, so is the school", is as true to-
day as when the adage was first uttered. We must
have good teachers, 'and having them we shall have
good schools. If we expend money freely for public
improvements, we should spend it even more freely
for tgood teachers. The teacher who inspires her
pupils with a love for learning, who, by her own
scholarly attainments, stimulates them to put forth
every effort to acquire knowledge, who arouses in
them an ambition to become leaders in whatever line
of work they ma}' choose—such a teacher is worth
more than any town is able to pay for her services.
Schools provided with such teachers, as I have de-
scribed, would be a tower of strength in any commun-
ity and an object of pride far worthier than the most
costly school buildings. Durham is entitled to such
schools, but ta have them will require the united ef-
forts of teachers, pupils, and school officials, aided by
the intelligent yet kindly criticism of all who have




Report of Treasurer of the Durham
School District
FOR THE YEAR ENDING FEB. 15, I905.
available school money.
Cash on hand $109 04
Balance due from town for 1903 392 22
Amount required by law 1,716 00
Amount raised for schools 600 00
Amount raised for tuitions 70000
Amount raised for repairs 50 00
Literary fund 80 30
From state for salary of Supt.. . 175 00
From town for dog licenses 1963 92 00
From Prof. C. M. Weed for mu-
sic and drawing 15 00
From H. E. Canney, two tuitions 35 00
From town of L,ee, tuition 26
weeks 13 00
RECEIPTS.
Cash on hand $109 04
Received from town treasurer. . . 3,805 52
Received from Prof. C. M. Weed 15 00
(-977 56
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Received from H. E. Canney,
tuitions $35 oo
Received from town of Lee 13 00
Expenditures.
Teachers and superintendent. . . $2,370 78
Janitors 148 00
Cleaning school houses 18 35
Tuitions 708 00
Fuel 232 60
Miscellaneous expenses 80 79
Repairs 7212
Transportation 164 50
Cash on hand 182 42
TEACHERS.
VILLAGE GRAMMAR SCHOOL.
Winter, Ethel M. Paige, weeks $70 80
Spring, Ethel M. Paige, 158 47
Fall, C. Edith Whittemore, 15
weeks 180 00
Winter, C. Edith Whittemore, 96 00
VILLAGE 1NTKK MEDIATE SCHOOL.
Winter, Eda Archibald, 6 weeks $6000






Fall, Effie M. Carter, 15 weeks $16500
Winter, Effie M. Carter, 8 weeks 88 00
VILLAGE PRIMARY SCHOOL.
Winter, Jessie M. Dustin, 6
weeks $66 00
Spring, Jessie M. Dustin, 12
weeks 13200
Fall, Bertha Lamprey, 15 weeks 15000
Winter, Bertha Lamprey, 8
weeks 88 00
POINT SCHOOL-
Winter, Addie P. Forbes, 10
weeks $9o 00
Spring, Addie P. Forbes, 12 108 00
Fall, Gertrude E. Fox, 15 weeks 135 00
Winter, Gertrude E. Fox. 5
weeks 45 00
PACKERS FALLS SCHOOL-
Winter, Mary J. Richardson, 12
weeks $84 00
Spring, Elsie M. Carter, 10
weeks 90 00







W. B. Sprague, in full to Feb. i $312 51 $312 51
JANITORS.
Village, Warren C Hayes $11100
Point, H. E. Rand 18 00
Packers Falls, Willie Francis. . 1900
CLEANING SCHOOL HOUSES.
Willie Francis. $2 00
R. C. Palmer 3 00
Mrs. R. C. Palmer 450
Mrs. Annie Davis 2 85
H. Palmer 1 50
Bertha Ellison 4 50
TUITIONS.
Dover High school $472 00
Robinson Seminary 180 00
Newmarket High School 24 00
Newmarket Lower grade 12 00
Paid F. E. Doe, old bill 20 00
FUEL.
H. E. Rand, sawing wood $1 25





J. Langley & Son, coal $ X S 7 60
Willie Francis, sawing and split-
ing wood 5 OQ
C. I. Smart, wood 4 00
TRANSPORTATION.
D. W. Watson, 13 weeks $26 00
A. L. Comings, 13 weeks 26 00
D. W. Watson, 12 weeks 24 00
D. W. Watson, 15 weeks 30 00
D. W. Watson, 36 weeks, Harold
Kidder 1800
George Langley 4o 5o
REPAIRS.
John W. Berry, labor and stock $24 25
S. E. Dunham, labor etc 1 45
F. E. Dow, labor and stock 19 15
Smith, Thayer & Co., repairs .. 12 55
John H. Griffin, repaiis 4 22










John J. Bunker, moving chairs. $i oo
H. E- Rand, labor 1902 3 00
R. E. Lane, order blanks 1 00
Miss Castine Swanson, teaching
drawing 5 00
Mrs W. B. Sprague, teaching
music
Newmarket & Durham, Tel. Co
Charles Wentworth, lettering di-
plomas
Charles Wentworth, Express...
J. B. Folsom & Co., glass etc. .
W. B. Sprague, carfares and tel-
ephone
Earle Tuttle, carrying water. . .
F. P. Morrison, trucking etc. . . .
W. B. Sprague, enumerating
children
W. S. Edgerly, janitor supplies.
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